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Christmas Advent Season
Nov 28th—First Sunday of Advent
Christmas Outreach Giving Begins
Dec 5th—Second Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday
Dec 12th—Third Sunday of Advent
Congregational meeting
Dec 19th—Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Program with
Confirmation Class Bake Sale
Dec 24th—Christmas Eve Service @ 5:00 p.m.

Beth Elshoff
Children’s Education Coordinator
bethelshoff@machlink.com

Confirmation Class
Bake Sale
Our confirmation class will
be holding a bake sale on
December 19 after the
church Christmas Program.
The funds raised from the
bale sale will go towards a
special project and gift that
the confirmation class will be
sharing with the church and
the community in the new
year.

Our Christmas
Eve Service
Christmas Eve Service will be
on Friday, December 24th
at 5:00 p.m. Communion will
be celebrated, and the annual Christmas Fund Offering for Veterans of the Cross
(retired ministers) will be received (See pg. 2 for details
on the special offering.

What Brings Out the Christmas Spirit in You?
We need you to bring your family, time, talent, and spirit with
you for the Advent Season at Faith. Let us know what brings
out the ‘Christmas Spirit’ in you and your loved ones.
The Christmas program last year was such a hit that we want
to do it again - in a similar fashion and we want YOU to participate.
Join the children of the church on December 19th and bring
out the Christmas Spirit in you. Share a song, play a musical
instrument, perform a skit, read a poem or a story, do something with your family, or be creative with others in the congregation. It can be a family Christmas tradition or a fresh
new look at what the Christmas Spirit means to you and your
loved ones.
Should you choose to sing or play a song please let the
church know the title and artist (if you know it) as soon as
possible so that we can check for copyright permission to
perform it online.
You will share your part IN PERSON at the Christmas program
on Dec. 19th at 10:00 a.m. during the worship service. There
will be an in-person audience and also an online audience.
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Monthly Musings from Pastor Ryan - Welcome to Advent Time
“And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake"

- Mark 13:37

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation. The word Advent comes from the Latin
word for “coming.” While Advent leads us to the Christmas celebration of how Jesus came
into the world some 2,000 years ago as a baby, Advent is also a time for us to prepare for all
the ways that Jesus continues to and will always come into our lives, and this world.
While the calendar tells us that Christmas (December 25) is quickly approaching, our
hearts and minds can sometimes tell us a whole other story. We have presents to wrap, parties to go to, cookies to make. Advent is our reminder to get on God’s time. Advent invites
us to remember that while we regularly look high above and far and wide for safety, security, hope, and meaning, God is always coming to meet us right where we are at. God meets
us as we are. God meets us in all the ordinary pain and struggle, joy and wonder of everyday life.
And that can take some getting used to. That can take some time to get reoriented.
And that’s why we have Advent, so we can learn again how to prepare ourselves to meet
Jesus—God’s love incarnate—in our everyday lives. Advent invites us to step away from the
world’s time and into God’s time.
“Keep awake,” Jesus says, “for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake" (Mark
13:35-37)
And how might we do that? How might we awaken ourselves to God’s time? How
might we prepare ourselves for all the ways God’s love will be coming to us? All the ways
that God’s love is already shaping us?
First, we remember, despite what the world may tell us or what we might tell ourselves,
God doesn’t always come to us in grand and spectacular ways. God doesn’t adhere to our
schedules or our rules. Instead, God meets us in the ordinariness of our daily lives. God
comes to us in unexpected ways that might cause us to experience each new day and
every person we meet as a wonder—that is if we are awake and alert enough to see and
be moved by that wonder. In God’s time, every day and every moment has the potential
to be a little Christmas. Every day has the potential to birth within each of us God’s love.
Every day has the potential to introduce us to the love of Christ through all the ways we
might live lives of compassion, forgiveness, integrity, and love—through all the ways we
share in Jesus’ work of healing, forgiving, peacemaking, and hope building, both in our personal lives and in the ways we organize our society. Advent is our reminder that the wonder
of God’s love can and does come to us in surprising ways and at unexpected times—God’s
time.
After all, if what is ultimately holy, sacred, and good can come to us as the child of a
poor, uprooted mother who gave birth in a drafty old barn, then the wonder of God’s love
can also come to us any time and in any number of unexpected and humble ways.

Congregational Meeting
Please mark your calendar. Sunday, December 12th after the worship service we will meet
to vote on the budget. A recommendation from the Vestry to repair the parking lot will also
be presented to the congregation for approval.

The Christmas Fund Offering on December 24th
This is a special offering we take up every Christmas Eve. For over 100 years, the Christmas
Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a way to ensure that
the light of love and hope will always shine for faithful servants of our church who find themselves facing unforeseen financial need. On behalf of the hundreds of clergy and lay employees and their families whose lives were touched by your support of last year’s Offering,
we offer our sincere thanks for your generosity! If you would like to contribute to this fund,
please write the check to Faith with “Veterans of the Cross” in the memo line.

Annual Meeting Booklet Reports Due Dec. 15th
If you are on the Vestry or a Committee, it is time to start working on the 2021 annual reports. Please send your completed summary to the office by Dec.15th. If you are waiting on
a bank statement for yearly totals the summaries are due on Jan 5th.

Annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 30, 2022.
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Vestry Minutes for Monday, November 8, 2021 - 6:30 p.m.
Attending: Mark Butterworth, Bill Creasey, John Elshoff, Alice Ganzley, Deb Hagy, Sue Johannsen, Jon Merritt, Mark Odell, Melissa Schumaker, Tim Stelzner, Rich Carroll, Scott Warren,
and Pastor Ryan. Not attending: Julie Kundel
Announcements:
• Deb Hagy asked the Vestry to consider supporting her clients at Christmas.
• The pastor will be away Nov. 21 there will be no communion on this Sunday.
Treasurer’s Report: Eighty percent of expected income for the year has been received. September Budget Review. The Endowment Fund report was reviewed.
Deacons’ Report: Stewardship We have received 44 pledges for 2022 for $105,100.00.
Elders’ Report: Working on a Safe Church Policy and creating a Employee Handbook.
Trustees’ Report:
• Tim Stelzner reported that snow removal will be expensive, and reported that the price of
salt and insurance has increased in the past year.
• The roof is repaired but the lawn was damaged and will be repaired in the spring.
• A portion of the hedge has been cut, and couple of trees need to be trimmed.
• The furnace is flashing a code, contacted Kelly heating.
Pastor’s Report:
• Sunday was great! The children played the bells and John Jones sang a solo. Judy Wilson
played the piano and organ. Visitors commented favorably on our mask policy. Attendance numbers Average of 45-55 people. Online numbers, Pastor Ryan thinks 10-12 households are watching. When compared to pre-pandemic Sundays, attendance is around
55-65 which is slightly less than pre-pandemic attendance.
• Pastor and Beth are collaborating on a Christmas program and will have families share a
song or poem. Adults will enact the Christmas story.
• Local group is preparing to review & possibly ban books. ONA team to discuss possible
actions.
Unfinished Business:
• Capital Improvement Planning Committee Updates – the carpets to be addressed.
• Parking lot snow removal and sidewalk coverage when Chris is away. Melissa volunteered
Brenden to clear the walks if available when Chris is away.
New Business:
• Review of Public Health/Building Policies. Currently, we wear masks, no singing, no nursery. A motion was made for masks to be optional if you have been vaccinated and recommends mask-wearing if not vaccinated. For social distancing, it was suggested the
ushers remind people to sit in a staggered way. The pastor will include a new policy on
masks and a reminder of social distancing in the weekly update. Motion carried.
• Vestry moved to table the decision on the nursery until a later date. Motion carried.
• A motion was carried for no congregational singing and allow for special music.
• A Sanctified Art Advent Devotionals. This year Pastor wants to distribute booklets on Sundays, and deliver them to people at their homes. Motion carried.
• Green Team Proposal Re. Energy Efficient Lighting. Sue Johannsen and Tim Stelzner reported on the work the Green Team did which includes a recommendation from Van
Meter to change out all the lighting to LED. Motion made to allow $250 to provide a trial
for a few rooms to see if we like the LEDs. Motion carried.
• Proposal Request for Pest Control will be provided by Abe Ales. Motion carried.
• Insurance Board policy renewal Jan 1, 2022. Members are looking for savings. Our
church may be reclassified as a smaller church resulting in lower costs.
• Vestry nominations & 2022 positions for next year to fill the positions from vacant seats of
Jon Merritt, Mark Odell, Sue Johannsen, Alice Ganzley, Scott Ingstad as moderator.
• Scheduled the annual meeting for the last Sunday of January, approved Jan. 30, 2022.
• Annual Reports need to be turned into the office before December 14th unless it requires
a bank statement, then extended to Jan 5th
• Communion – December 5th servers: Mark Odell and Alice Ganzley
Next Meeting December 6, 2021, at 6:30 p.m.
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Church Calendar Events & Updates
Weekly Church Event Calendar
Check out our Website Calendar Here
Tuesday
12:00 p.m. - Noon Bible study
On Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83580217897
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir practice @ the church
Wednesday
4:15 p.m. Centering Prayer @ the church
6:00 p.m. Youth C.E. Class @ the church
7:00 p.m. Adult Forum
On Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85715402589

Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship Service @ the church & Facebook
11:00 a.m. Confirmation class with Pastor Ryan
11:00 a.m. Adult Forum on Zoom
On Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81451550096

Remember When?

Building Safety Policies Update
On Nov. 8th the Vestry discussed our current Building Safety
and Public Health Policies. Here are the updated policies:
• The wearing of facemasks is optional for anyone who has
received the COVID19 vaccination.
• Anyone who has not been vaccinated is strongly urged
to wear a facemask.
• The nursery will remain closed. The Vestry will revisit this at
their December 6 meeting.
• Congregational singing is still on pause. The Vestry will revisit this at their Dec. 6 meeting. This does not include special music (ie. soloists, small groups).
• Please remember to maintain at least six feet of distance
between yourself and others in church.
The Vestry will continue to track the ongoing pandemic
and assess our existing policies as needed.

Stewardship—2022 Pledges

Message from the Vestry - Thank you for prayerfully
considering your financial support to Faith UCC for 2022..

Gift Donation: Faith United would like to give Pastor
Ryan and his family a gift this Christmas. If you would like to
give, please put on an envelope and mark it “Pastor Gift”
and drop it in the collection box.

The Wednesday Night Adult Forum
We will begin reading and discussing the book Sermon on
the Mount by Professor Amy-Jill Levine. The DVD jacket says
about the book: “Dr. Amy Jill- Levine takes a detailed and
colorful overview of Matthew 5-7. Readers will come away
with a solid understanding of the Sermon on the Mount in its
historical and theological context.” It should be an enlightening, challenging, and fun opportunity to share together. We
look forward to having you join us on Zoom beginning January 5, 2022, at 7:00 PM. You may purchase the book on your
own or contact Lisa in the church office by December 1st
and she will order a copy for you.

For many years Faith United’s Christmas tree has had
handmade Chrismon’s as
ornaments. These ornaments were made by women of the church who spent
many hours researching
and lovingly making
them. Throughout the years
some have had to be repaired but each year we
continue to hang them
gently on the tree and remember their history. Another aspect of our tree is
that many families have
their picture taken around
the tree; whether it is before Christmas or Christmas
Eve. What a great picture
to remember year to
year. As lives change and
people leave the community for many reasons, one
thing that we can rely on is
the “Chrismon tree.”

Nomination of Officers
and Committee Volunteers
If you are interested in serving on the Vestry or one of
our committees in 2022,
contact Vestry President
Mark Odell or Pastor Ryan.

Church office
The church office will be
closed on Dec. 24th & 27th
and Dec. 31st & Jan 3rd. for
the holidays.
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Faith United Community & Outreach Giving
Dec 2 nd . Friendship Circle Breakfast Brunch
Friendship Circle is planning an in-person gathering at the church on Thursday morning, December 2nd at 9:30 a.m. (Note Time Change) A breakfast brunch will be served. All women
of the church are welcome. Connie Miller & Sharon Hanssen are our co-hostesses. Program
& Devotions will be done by Sharon Hanssen.

Dec 6th, Harmony Guild Holiday Dinner
Harmony Guild will meet on Monday, Dec. 6th at the Rendezvous at 6 pm. We hope
to see everyone there! This is for all the women of the church, members & friends.
Co-hostesses are Sheryl Lindley and Linda Hardin.

Advent Season Outreach Gift Giving
The Local Outreach Committee has once again created some easy ways to help our
neighbors this Christmas season. Emmaus Café, Domestic Abuse Shelter, Veterans, Food
Pantry, and an extra option of "other needs that may appear this Advent season."
Take a tag from the displays in the overflow room, purchase the item(s), and then return
them to the church. Feel free to take more than one tag off any of the displays.
If you would like to give a monetary donation to one or more of these
ministries, please fill out an outreach form and make the check out to
Faith UCC and in the memo add Outreach Gift and turn them both in to
the office or in one of our collection boxes.

Thank you for supporting these very special projects
during the Christmas season.

Our Traditional Poinsettia Garden
We are offering you a chance to purchase Poinsettias from our local flower shops that you can deliver to the church so the plants may be placed
around the Christmas tree in front of the sanctuary. Please sign your name
on the list on the bulletin board if you’re bringing or supplying poinsettias.
Please put your name on the plant holder if you want it returned to you, or
they will be donated to the church. Poinsettias may be delivered, beginning Monday, December 5th. Office hours for delivery are 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Monday thru Friday.

Poinsettia Alternative Giving—MCSA Shelter
This year, we are offering an opportunity to give monetary donations supporting our MCSA
Room #5 in 2022. Please fill out one of the forms for MCSA on the back table. The cost is
$25 per Sunday to sponsor for the week with Adopt-a-Room in 2022. We will offer two opportunities to give for each Sunday. Please look for the clipboard to see available Sundays.
Please include your name, who it is for, In memory of/honor of/ or in celebration of. After
signing up for the date of your choice, please write the check to Faith UCC, and in the
memo line add MCSA with the date you picked. Then please put the form and check into
the MCSA house in the overflow area or mail or drop them off at the church office.
We will also send out an email on “Signup Genius” with the 2022 calendar
year. Lisa will automatically sign you up for the dates on your form onto the
Signup Genius if you have signed up on the clipboard on the outreach table
in the overflow area. Thank you for helping with this ministry.
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Faith Members and Friends—You are the Church!
Thank you to our members and friends:
•

•

•

To the Card sharks, thank you so much for your thoughtfulness and amazing creativity in
constructing the Encouragement cards for our kids. We are so excited to share them
with our students. We can’t thank you enough for thinking of us. - Mulberry School Staff.
Greetings, Faith UCC! Thank you again for your continued financial support of our
church’s wider mission & friends of the conference. Your faithful giving helps our conferences do the shared work of being Christ in our part of the world, and it is greatly appreciated. With thanks to you, - Rev Kendy Miller, ACM
Dear Friends, on behalf of the Muscatine CROP Hunger Walk, it’s my privilege to share
with you a check for $424.98 awarded to the Bag of Blessings fund. This contribution to
your work represents the commitment and compassion of CROP Hunger Walk volunteers,
walkers, and donors, and is presented in recognition of the outstanding work you are doing to help stop hunger and poverty in your community. Thank you and God bless you
for all you are doing in your community to help those in need. - Rick Santos, President,
and CEO, Church World Service.

Thank you from our members and friends:
•
•

•
•

•

•

Thank you to all my Faith United friends for my Birthday greeting cards, I loved each and
every card that I received, they were gratefully appreciated. - Sylvia Trumbull.
Thanks to Friendship Circle members for paying for the Subway sandwich meal that we
gave to the workers at the MCSA/Presbyterian Project on Saturday, November 6th. There
were 8 workers that day. - Pat Mundell
Thank you to everyone for the Birthday greeting and cards , it makes my day very special. - Harvey Vance
Thank you for the cards, words of encouragement, and gifts of food while Harold was recuperating from his recent illness. They were all greatly appreciated. Also thank you to
Tim and Norma Stelzner for building a fabulous wheelchair ramp for us. You are all such a
blessing. - Judy and Harold Wilson.
Thank you so very much for all the expressions of sympathy when Alice’s sister, Patsy
Hope, and Dan’s brother, Philip Huss, passed away. It has been a very difficult few
months, but we are so grateful for all the support from our Faith family. Thank you also to
our youth and their leaders for the Thanksgiving memento and Advent devotional. May
the coming weeks bring all of us many blessings and much hope. - Dan and Alice Huss
Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the Church this year for Advent, we are
appreciative of your helping hands. - Pat Mundell

Thank you to our volunteers, you are the church:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thank you to Mark Butterworth and everyone that donated to the Food Pantry November Challenge 2022, we collected $2,480.00 plus the $1,000.00 from Mark for the challenge, for a total of $3,480.00 .(at the time of publication). Plus 235 food items!
Thank you for the donations to the Iowa Thank Offering November 21st. The collection
raised $330.00 by the church members and friends.
Thank you to Tammy Ales for directing the Children’s Bell Choir on November 7th.
Thank you to Bob Danner for being our accompanist on November 14th during worship.
Thank you to Mike and Sue Johannsen for donating a bag of ice melt to the church.
Thank you to Tom Emerick for being our guest speaker during worship on November 21st.
Thank you to Dave Wangberg for helping with our Furnace needs at the church.
Thank you to Tammy Ales for serving on the Altar Committee in October and November.
Thank you to Pat Mundell & the Outreach committee for the Advent Giving collections.
Thank you to Nancy Wangberg for the beautiful autumn display that she created for us
in front of the sanctuary.

Thank you to our November Worship Volunteers:
Liturgists: Tom Emerick, Tim Stelzner, Julie Emerick-Kundel, John Elshoff
Ushers: Linda Hardin, Mark Odell
Greeters: Lisa Shea, Tom Emerick, Linda Hardin
Communion Servers: Melissa Shoemaker, Mark Butterworth
To volunteer sign up HERE or call the office. Thank you for your service!
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Fa i t h U n i t e d M e m b e r s & Fr i e n d s
Birthday
Card Showers

Anniversaries
1 – Jon & Judy

Dec.1 – Alice Huss
1730 Timberline Drive
Muscatine IA 52761
Dec. 8 – Darlene Vance
2016 Shady Lane
Muscatine IA 52761

Merritt
4 – Nick & Lauren
Sharar
18 – Don & Pollianna
Adams

Birthdays
1 – Alice Huss
2 – Ann Emerick
4 – Cindy Carver
4 – Cassondra Diercks
8 – Darlene Vance
10 – Dave Kundel

Dec. 10 – David Kundel
3213 Anastasia Place
Muscatine IA 52761

21 – Ben & Sharon

Dec. 14 - Marilyn Wilson
2672 Tom Sawyer Rd.
Muscatine IA 52761

23 – Dave & Nancy

14 – Marilyn Wilson

Wangberg

15 – Denny Taylor

30 – Frantz & Mary

17 – Jordan Elshoff

Dec. 18 – Bob Sharar
2446 Dewberry Ridge Rd.
Muscatine IA 52761
Dec. 19 - Mark Butterworth
1715 Pearlview Court
Muscatine IA 52761
Dec. 26– Donna Reed
Apt. 415, Sunnybrook
3515 Diana Queen Dr.
Muscatine IA 52761

Hanssen

Silberger

13 – Nancy Harrison
14 – LeeAnn Weggen

17 – John Kleffmann
17 – Melissa Schumaker

Please call the church
office with member and
friend updates. Address
changes, new phone
numbers, and news about
our members that you wish
to share with others.

18 – Robert Sharar
19 – Mark Butterworth
20 – Ann Meeker
26 – Donna Reed
31 – Kay Creasey

Congratulations
David Creasey and Erin Garity were married on October 9, 2021, lakeside at the Creasey
cottages on West Lake Okoboji. The reception was held at Maser Monarch Lodge at the
Dickinson County Nature Center. David and Erin reside in West Des Moines.

Sincere Condolences
Sympathy to Robert and Deb Meyer on the death of Robert's brother Richard on November
19th. Richard passed away at Manor Care Health Services in Davenport.

Please Keep in Your Prayers
All who are sick or with injuries, and all their caregivers. Grace Duggleby, Lane Clausen,
Alan Arkema, Margaret Heerd, Kelly Ingstad, Robert Meyer, Keith & Nancy Stych, Bernard
& Sandra Roth, Myung Sharar, Harold Wilson, Linda Hardin, Mary Downing, Jim Elshoff, Deb
Hagy's nephew Cory McNutt, and Erin Plemmons mother Carla Roozing.

Last Minute Scrip Gift Cards
Need gift cards for the Holidays? You can order them through the
church. Please have your orders in the office by December 5th.
Checks can be made out to Faith UCC with Scrip in the memo.

MCSA Sponsors for December
Dec 5 Marcy Clausen in honor of our Faith family
Dec 12 Sylvia Trumbull in memory of loved ones
Dec 19 Marcy Clausen in honor of Jim & Kathy Trosen
Dec 26 Mike & Sue Johannsen in honor of family
Dec 26 Donna Reed with thankfulness for family and friends

2022 Signup
Link: Here
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Information from our Green Team On Top 20 High-Impact Climate Actions

Faith United
Church of Christ
3307 Mulberry Avenue
Muscatine, Iowa 52761

VOF November 2021

Our Faith UCC website
faithuccmuscatine.com

MCSA Room #5 Sponsorship Opportunities in 2022!
We will send out an email from “Signup Genius” with the 2022 calendar year or you may
sign up on the clipboard in the overflow area at the back of the sanctuary. We will have
room for two openings each Sunday of the year. If you have a special date in mind that is
filled, contact Lisa in the office and we can accommodate you on that specific Sunday. If
you do not have a computer, please call Lisa and she can add you to the list Here.
After signing up for the date of your choice, please use the form to add who you would like
to honor, celebrate, or in memory of. Then write the check to Faith UCC and in the memo
line add MCSA with the date you picked.
MCSA #5 ($25 per Sunday) $________ Adopt-a-Room Sunday Date for 2022: __________
Sponsor’s Name: ____________________________________________________ Pledge # _______
In memory/honor of: ________________________________________________________________
Thank you for supporting this important local community mission.

2021 Outreach Committee Advent Gift Giving
Please fill out this form, cut it out, and return it with your check written out to Faith UCC
and indicate “Christmas Giving Fund” on the memo line.
Name: ________________________________________________ Pledge#:__________________
Total Giving ( amount on the check): $___________
Check #: _________________
Please indicate how much you would like your Christmas giving to go towards the
missions of your choice: (you may support more than one).
Emmaus Café

$________

Domestic Abuse Shelter $_________

Veterans Special Needs

$________

Food Pantry

$_________

Other Outreach Needs this Season (The Outreach Committee will allocate)$_________
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