November 2022

VOICE of FAITH
Sunday Worship
10:00 AM

Faith United Church of Christ
3307 Mulberry Avenue
Muscatine, IA 52761
Phone: 563-263-5979
Fax: 563-263-0305
www.faithuccmuscatine.com

Church Office Hours

10 a.m. — 4 p.m.

From Bread & Cup to Faith & Giving
The Blessing of Our Stewardship Pledges
for the 2023 year will be on Sunday, Nov.
13th during the Commitment Sunday
worship hour. Remember to send in your
pledge before then. Thank you!

Monday - Friday

FAITH UCC STAFF
Lisa Allen
Office Coordinator
faithsecretary@machlink.com

Pat Mundell
Congregational Life Coordinator
pmundell@machlink.com

Beth Elshoff

Children’s Education Coordinator
bethelshoff@machlink.com

November Events
November 6th
Communion

Search & Call
Committee Update
The Search and Call Committee met to consider a new
application. The Candidate was open to either a parttime
Interim role or Settled Pastor role. The Committee felt the
congregation would benefit from a parttime Interim Pastor
role in coordination with our current pulpit supply, to provide
more support for the congregation beyond Sunday services.
Members of the Vestry and the Search and Call Committee
will talk with the Candidate to see if an arrangement can be
made, as it appears it could be well into 2023 before a new
Pastor is identified. The next meeting will be on November
21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

November 13th
Commitment Sunday
Potluck Dinner
Youth Group

November 20th
Thanksgiving Sunday
Communion
“Thank Iowa”
Special offering
Decorate the Church

November 27th

Thank you to Our Youth Group
Thank you to Addison & LeeAnn Weggen, Kim & Maddox
Warren, Claire & McKenna Schumaker - they are all a part
of our new Youth group, who made Halloween treats and
cards for some of our older members
of the congregation on Sunday Oct.
9th as one of their first group projects.
The recipients enjoyed the treats for many sent thank you cards back
to the youth.

First Sunday of Advent
Advent Outreach starts

Congregational
Budget Meeting
Please mark your calendar
for Sunday, December 4th.
After the worship service
the members are asked to
stay to vote on the budget
for the 2023 year.
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Pulpit Supply for worship services

November 6 – Rev. Barbara Muhs
Scripture: Haggai 1:15b - 2:9 and Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17
Sometimes God is the One that we choose to turn our back on. We get preoccupied with
our lives and activities so much so that the God who has blessed us beyond measure gets
pushed aside. God, yes the same God, is waiting for us and will continue to wait and
nudge us along our journey to remind us of Godly presence. Are you the forgetful one?
The nudger? OR are you the one that continues to live a life waiting for things to crumble
and then seek? Even then God is present and will embrace you in numerous unseen
ways.

November 13 – Rev. Marcy Heil
Scripture: Malachi 4:1-2a; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; and Luke 21: 5-19.
Have you ever had anyone counsel you to "Get your priorities in order?" I used to say that
to my kids every once in a while, when I thought they had lost their way. We are getting to
the end of the church year, and we focus on the end times and the second coming of
Christ. Do we have our priorities in order? What do we need to change about our lives?

November 20 – Rev. Barbara Muhs
Scripture: Jeremiah 23:1-6, Colossians 1:11-20
The reign of Christ is said to also be the reign of PEACE. How do we as Christians live under
this reign? How are we encouraged to reach out and be peacemakers, and world
changers? With what shall I give? Then how shall I reflect Christ's love in a hurting world?
Scripture reminds us that the Reign of Christ is for us, and living under Christ's reign is our
challenge. TOGETHER we are in Christ, TOGETHER we can do the work.

November 27 – Rev. Marcy Heil
Scripture: Luke 1: 5-25, 57-80
We are now in a new church year and in the season of Advent. Our Advent series is entitled: Angels Among Us: #DoNotBeAfraid--Flying in the Face of Fear at Advent. This first
Sunday in Advent we begin with the angel's visit to Zechariah. Visits from an angel might
startle us, frighten us, and possibly make us run away. How would you react? How does
Zechariah react to the visit of the angel?

F ly i n g i n t h e F a c e
O f Fe a r at A dv e n t
Angels Among Us: #DoNotBeAfraid
During Advent Season, we will be talking about angels...angels who visited
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the Shepherds, in particular.
We will be using the band, Alabama's 1993 hit, Angels Among Us,
to help us illustrate and celebrate the angels.
Sunday, November 27 - Make Ready a People #morehope—Angel’s Visit to Zechariah
Sunday, December 4 - Nothing is Impossible #morepeace—Angel’s Visit to Mary
Sunday, December 11 - Do Not Be Afraid #morejoy—Angel’s Visit to Joseph
Sunday, December 18 - This Will Be a Sign #morelove—Angel’s Visit to the Shepherds
Saturday, December 24 - #DoNotBeAfraid—WE are God’s Angels
We will service Holy Communion on December 4th & December 24th Christmas Eve.
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Committee updates at faith ucc

Faith UCC
Sign Task Force Update
The committee held their meeting hybrid style on October 17th. There was a discussion
about any city ordinances that the church will have to adhere to that was gathered by Jeff
Hanssen during his meeting with the city. Scott Warren gathered information on guidelines
for the Branding of the United Church of Christ logos, so the sign would comply with the
conference. The group discussed the lighting, and how to rework the existing sign to incorporate the old bricks with the new elements. Alice Ganzley is helping with visual effects
through computer-generating various pieces, style, and elements to get a general idea of
what the group is visualizing together. Scott, Jeff, and Alice will meet outside the church to
get some photos and a general idea of where a new sign would be placed. The next meeting is planned for Monday, Nov. 7th at 6:00 pm. This meeting is a Hybrid style meeting. Both
options are for in-person at the church, or on zoom if you prefer.
“It was a great meeting, and we had a lot of consensus
on elements and designs that we all liked!” - Scott Warren

Open and Affirming Update
The Two Congregational Life Grants from the ONA
committee have been approved by the Vestry.
The two African American dolls and one Asian doll
has been purchased, you can view them in the nursery.
The second grant was approved as well, the committee
will be looking for a Sunday that might work to host The
Quire of Eastern Iowa or an ensemble of The Quire to
perform a musical service centered around the life of
Matthew Shepard. The committee is hoping to have the
Musical group sometime in the spring, near April 2023.
The next meeting for ONA is on Nov. 3rd at 6 p.m. on zoom.

Faith UCC Green Team Update
As part of the Faith Green Team’s efforts to reduce
our carbon footprint, the majority of the basement
lights were switched over from fluorescents to LEDs.
A big thank you for the efforts of Pat Pagel and
assistants Mark & Deb Hagy, Tim Stelzner, Sue
Johannsen and Frantz Silberger. Special thanks also go to Tim
Stelzner for the use of scaffolding which made the task safer and
quicker. The Green Team will meet on Nov. 1st at 4:30 p.m. on zoom.

Thanksgiving Sunday with a Special Offering Nov. 20th
We will have a special offering for the “Iowa Thank Offering”. Grants from
these donations are given to help support community service projects
which further the ministry of the local churches that are members of the
Iowa Conference of the UCC. To donate: Write a check to Faith UCC
and in the memo add IOWA THANK. Thank you for your generosity.

Correction from the October Newsletter: ACEs stands for Adverse Childhood Experiences and was incorrectly reported as Advanced Childhood Experiences In the summary
of the E Iowa Assoc Annual Meeting.
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Vestry Summary from October 17, 2022

Vestry Reports
Treasurer
• Rich Carroll’s Budget report for September, the 2023 Budget Worksheet,
Pastor Compensation, Anticipated Funding
• On track with 2022 pledges and routine expenses
• Continue to run a surplus due to lower pastor costs
• Question on what the budget will look like with a full-time pastor
• Pastor compensation needs to be reconciled with the search and call committee
(could additional funding come from the Endowment fund?
should we consider a ½ or ¾ time pastor)
• Approved 2023 Budget
Deacons’
• Stewardship Moments during worship. Nov. 13 Sunday
• Commitment Sunday with a Potluck after worship service
• The stewardship letter is complete and ready for signatures
Elders’
• Collect employee handbook signatures - by the next vestry meeting
Trustees’
• Organ room heating-insurance company to be contacted to find
out what type of heater could be used in the organ room.
Unfinished Business
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scott is working on rewiring the front door lighting
The back door outside light needs to be fixed before Thanksgiving
Sunday school room ceiling & whiteboard repair/paint
The gas pipe needs to be inspected and coated - Dave Wangberg
Take all the old bulbs to the Transfer Recycle station - Frantz Silberger
5 trees need to be taken down on the church lot, working on bids - Dave W.
Chris Lary - update the Rental agreement with Scott Warren
The outside windows need cleaned, bid for Clear Image was $300.00

New Business
Action Items:
• The Vestry email vote motion passed for all fall CL grants to be funded.
• We will need to elect /designate a moderator before the 12/4 budget meeting.
• Snow removal contract - Dave to contact Steve Freers
• Stewardship Packets will be handed out on October 16th
• Toten-fest in remembrance of members that passed on Oct 30 Potluck after worship
• Commitment Sunday with a Potluck after worship service, Nov. 13th
• Look into adjusting grant timeframes & updating the form for spring grants
th

2. Updates:
• ONA update – next meeting on Nov. 3 at 6 p.m. Deb’s Discover Muscatine article was
well received
• Sign Task Force update - next meeting on October 17th @ 6 p.m.
• Search and Call/ Pulpit supply - next meeting on Oct. 17 @ 7 p.m.
• Green team- the bulbs changed downstairs. should be complete by end of October
• The congregational meeting for the 2023 Budget vote is on Dec. 4.
• The basement is to be used by Deb on October 19th
rd

Adjournment with the Lord’s Prayer
The next meeting is on November 14, 2022, at 6:30 p. m. on zoom.
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Faith United Church of Christ

Fall 2022 Grant Funds
All the requests for the fall have
been awarded to these groups/
committees:
ONA committee wanted to have Nursery Dolls to reflect
diversity, and another grant to host the group The Quire of
Eastern Iowa Ensemble some time in the spring of 2023.
Youth Fellowship Group for their projects, like the Halloween
cards and treats they made. Next month they will be making
blankets for the MCSA shelter.
Families First Counseling request by Deb Hagy was awarded
funds to help during the Christmas season for Local Families
in need of food and gifts.
College Student Care Packages were awarded funds to the
Cong. Care team to send out a package with things to
remind students that Faith is supporting them in their journey.
Wednesday Night Meals Grant will help with food and
materials needed to serve meals for Christian Education.
Ukrainian Family Support was granted money to help the
families transition from the Ukrainian to live local in Muscatine.

Local Outreach Groups The request for $1.00 for every $5
donated to the local outreach funds, not to exceed $200.00
was awarded for Undie Sunday, Crop Walk, Food Pantry,
Diaper Bank, Domestic Abuse Shelter, Emmaus Café, and
MCSA Shelter support. For a maximum total of $1,400.00.

Food Pantry
November
Giving
Challenge
Let us help fill the Food Pantry before the holiday season for
families in need, so they can enjoy the giving season. The
Pantry continually runs low on foods for dietary needs of
low salt and no added sugar items. As you know, there is
always a need for food and monetary gifts at the Muscatine Food Pantry.
Mark Butterworth has graciously presented Faith UCC
with another $1,000.00 challenge this year. You may bring
in unexpired food items or you may donate monetary gifts
by any dollar amount (Please write the check to Faith UCC
and in the memo, line add Food Pantry). Once we hit the
$1000.00 items / monetary gifts in our Advent Outreach
collection, Mark Butterworth’s $1,000.00 donation to match
will go into the Food Pantry Fund.
Thank you for supporting this important local
community mission. – Outreach Committee

Friendship Circle
Friendship Circle is planning
an in-person gathering that
will be held on Thursday,
November 3rd at the
church at 10 a.m.
Co-hostesses: Sharon
Hanssen & Rhea Duncan.
Program by Sharon Hanssen.
All women of the church are
invited to attend.

Advent
Decorations
Sunday, November 20th
will be the day that we
decorate for Advent. Decorating
will begin immediately after worship.
Please plan on
staying & helping.
The more people
we have help
the faster the
decorating will go.

Potluck on Sunday,
November 13th.
Bring a food item to share
and your place settings.
Come and join in the
Fellowship after worship.

Daylight Saving
Time Ends
Sunday, November 6
at 2:00 a.m. Remember
to set your clocks back
one hour to “fall back.”
(i.e., gaining one hour)
This is a good
time to change
the batteries in
the fire alarm/
smoke detectors.
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FAITH UNITED MEMBER AND FRIENDS

Birthday Card
Shower
11/6 - Anna Wheeler
3930 Hwy 22
Blue Grass IA 52726
11/8 – Sylvia Trumbull
3406 Clermont Drive
Muscatine IA 52761
11/ 9 – Gary Lindley
1966 Hale Street
Muscatine IA 52761
11/18 – Ann Reifert
1616 River Chase Trail
Duluth GA 30096
11/19 – Jim Hoopes
2240 Bentwood Drive
Muscatine IA 52761
11/23 – Dede Hoopes
2240 Bentwood Drive
Muscatine IA 52761

Birthdays
2 – Pat Pagel
4 – Lane Clausen
6 – Anna Wheeler
7 – Grace Kreitner
8 – Sylvia Trumbull
9 – Carson Carroll
9 – Scott Carver
9 – Gary Lindley
9 – Deb Wainscott Meyer
14 – Georgia Gerth
14 – Isabelle Hartman
15 – Barbara Muhs
16 – Alex Adams
16 – Evan Gerth
18 – Ann Reifert
19 – Jim Hoopes
21 – Deb Hueser
23 – Dede Hoopes

Happy
Anniversaries
1 – Pat & Caleen Pagel
2 – John & Linda Kleffmann
3 – Dylan & Kelsey Cooney
14 – Brad & Leslie Soule
14 – Doug & Mary Trueg
25 – Phil & Cindy Carver
26 – Tony & Kristen Brant
26 – Doug & Sue Krieger
26 – John & Sue Muir
28 – Dave & Margie Kundel

Church Office
We are currently working on
updating your membership
information. If you or one of your
family members has a new address, phone,
or email address please contact the church office at
secretary@faithuccmuscatine.com

Please Keep In Your Prayers
To all who are sick or with injuries, and to all of their
family and caregivers. Margaret Heerd, Kelly Ingstad,
Keith & Nancy Stych, Sandra Roth, Myung Sharar,
Chad Morgan, Cory Tomlin, Audrey Beckey, Melanie Kraklow, Linda Hardin,
Frank Kelly, April & Alex Barnhart, Lisa Kundel, Daryn Cain, Carol Cain, Lane
Clausen, Betty Lincoln, Mary Endsley, and Sheryl Lindley.

MCSA Room # 5 Sponsors for November
Nov. 6 - Donna Reed in loving memory of Maurie
Richard Carroll & Jan Collinson in honor of Carson's Birthday
Nov. 13 - Larry, Marcy and Lane Clausen in thankfulness for our many blessings.

Nov. 20 - Dave & Margie Kundel in memory of Trace Kundel
Nov. 27 - Sylvia Trumbull in thankfulness for what the Lord provides
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Faith United Community

Thank you notes:
•

To Deb Hagy and Faith United, I wanted to send a note to say thank you to you and
your church. The church was the perfect location for our meeting last week. I heard lots
of great feedback on the location, the great parking lot, as well as the yummy goodies,
water, and coffee that was provided throughout the day. The use of the kitchen allowed
us to bring lunch in for everyone which was much appreciated. The hospitality was wonderful! There will be a check for $200 sent this week directly to the church from Families
First as a donation to say ‘thank you’ for the superb hospitality last week. I’m hopeful we
can use this spot again in the future. Thanks again! - Hanna Hofmeister Eastern Regional
Director, Families First Counseling Services

•

Thank you for all the birthday cards and good wishes, and thanks to the Care team for
their lovely encouraging thoughtful messages. Twyla Woodward.

•

Church Family & Friends, Thank you for the birthday wishes. Great to have friends that
care. Sincerely, John Jones.

•

Dear Faith UCC, thank you so much for the lovely surprise that I found on my last Sunday
morning, of the flowers and thank you gift on Aug 14th. I was totally not expecting anything, which shows how amazing this congregation is. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of bringing God's word and I pray that our paths may cross again one day. - Peace
Linda Hunsaker.

•

Thank you to everyone that gave donations to the Food Pantry, in September, we collected over 75 items.

•

Thank you to all of our worship volunteers: Tom Emerick, John Elshoff, Tim Stelzner, Mark
Butterworth, Nancy Wangberg, Sylvia Trumbull, Beth Elshoff, Pat Mundell, Dan Huss,
Allison Castle, Lisa Shea, and Tammy Ales for volunteering with Altar committee.

•

Thank you for sharing your beautiful Altar flowers with the congregation: Deb Wainscott
Meyer and Sharon Hanssen.

•

Thank you to Pat and Caleen Pagel for your extra efforts on changing out the lights
downstairs on Tuesday, October 25th.

•

Thank you to the Wednesday night kitchen crew for fixing the fellowship meals.

•

Thank you to Linda Hardin for all the wonderful cards you make and send to everyone.

•

Thank you to John Jones for all the work done in the Gardens and near our new bench
that the Roth family donated to the church in memory of Bernard.

•

Thank you to Rev. Marcy & Rev. Barb for adjusting your schedule to do the worship
service with just the two of you as worship leaders after Rev. Linda’s new opportunity.

•

Thank you Rev. Marcy for the extra special communion on World Communion Sunday
with the display of the many Breads.

•

Thank you Rev. Barb for the opportunity for the Totenfest Service in remembrance of
our members that we have had to say farewell to since our memorial service in May.

2022 Jam Tri-Conference
The Annual Meeting of the Tri-Conference was held Oct. 9-11 in Sioux City, IA. The theme of
the meeting was “Loving is Who We Are” and Corinthians 13:7, There is no limit to love’s forbearance, to its trust, its hope, its power to endure. Each state, Iowa Nebraska and South
Dakota held their individual business meetings to elect officers, pass a budget and take
care of business. For the full view of Sue’s Report Here Online, or call the office for a copy.
Over one hundred people attended in person and some, like me, attended
via Zoom. Guest speaker, Dr. Martha Brunell, offered guidance on hope,
active listening, the use of a labyrinth to foster prayer, and the spiritual care
we all need due to the challenges of the pandemic. Dr. Brunell used nature
as a path to hope and spiritual awareness. You can find her message here
with the Password: loving22. - Respectfully Submitted by Sue Johannsen
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Faith United church of Christ

Church
Holiday
Office
Hours

Remember to turn in your pledge card!

The church
will be closed
Thursday & Friday
Nov. 24th & 25th.

Scrip Gift Cards
Need gift cards for the Holidays?
You can order them through the church.
We would like to extend an opportunity to do a little fundraising
to help you and the church out at the same time.
To see the list of companies, the gift card amounts,
and the percent of saving that will go to the church can all be found here at Raise Right
You may also find the order form Here to print out.
Please have your orders in the office by November 11th.
Checks can be made out to Faith UCC, and email Lisa your
order at secretary@faithuccmuscatine.com or stop by to pick up or drop off an order
form.

Hello Faith Family, I am a freshmen
member of the Muskie band this year
and we are selling Koeze nuts and
chocolates as a fundraiser. I have included a photo of our items for you to
see what we have to offer.
If you would like to order, you can
email, text or mail your orders and
payments to myself or my mom. We will
be selling until December 3rd. I will be
happy to deliver your order. Thank you
for helping support myself and the
Mighty Muskie Band.
Claire Schumaker, 612 Centre Dr. Muscatine, IA 52761.
Claire’s Phone: 563-316-0376.
Melissa’s Phone :563-260-4923
clairesch414@gmail.com,
melissa.schumaker@mcsdonline.org,

Faith United
Church of Christ
3307 Mulberry Avenue
Muscatine, Iowa 52761

VOF November 2022
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